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Preparing to cast.

We finish off this year with a collection of three reports on outings last month and a report on the lively
monthly meeting. Thank you to the contributors.
Events for January are listed and the committee will sort out events for the first few months of 2025 at the
Committee Meeting on the 7" January.

Events Calendar.

Date Event Venue Time
January 7th Committee meeting Steve's home 18h00
January 9th Quantani G&T meeting Neil's home 18h00

January 13th to 17th Yellowfish outing Quantani TBA
January 22nd Fly tying workshop Neil's home 18h1l
January 26th Bass Outing Oasis Dam. Paddock 07h00
January 30th Monthly meeting Umtentweni tennis Club 18h00 for 18h30

Coming Events.

We kick off 2025 with a Committee meeting at Steve’s home on Tuesday 7" January.

There is a Grub and Travel meeting at Neil’s home on Thursday, 9th January at 18h00. This is in
preparation for the yellowfish outing to Quantani, which is from Monday 13™ to Friday 17%. No more
places available for this trip, as it is now fully subscribed.

The fly-tying workshop will be at Neil’s home on Wednesday 22nd January, where we will tie the Merkin
Crab and the freshwater 3 Picos flies. Material for these will be issued to members, (See under “General” in the
minutes of the monthly meeting on Page 2.)

Our first bass outing of the year is at the Oasis Dam in Paddock, on Sunday 26" January. If you don’t
know the way, meet at the turn off to Oribi Flats and the Oribi Gorge picnic site on the Umzimkulwana River at
07h00. Bring your braai and liquid refreshment requirements.

The monthly meeting will be, as usual, at the “Tweni Tennis Club, on Thursday 30" January. Braai
afterwards, so you know the drill for that.

Past Events.

Before we get onto the Past Events for November, allow me to take a step back to the October report on the trip
to the Orange River. My sincere apologies to Steve for leaving him out of the results page. No excuses, except a
severe case of brain fade. Sorry Steve. Steve managed 3 yellows on a beaded nymph. Arthur.

Bass outing to Voigt’s Dam. Paddock. 3" November. By Stephen Brand

Arthur, John and Rob arrived around 06h30 followed by Ken, Dave and Marion, Steve, Sean and Stacy, Johan
and Megan. Weather was overcast to start, with a south breeze changing to easterly breeze around 10am, when
the sun came out.

Arthur managed to catch a very nice bass of 35cm and another of 30cm followed by a 20cm on a Muishond and
Walkers Killer, Sean caught 2 small bass on a Fritz Bugger in the spillway, after trying all around the dam from
the edge. Rob managed to get 4 bass in the top end on a fly with red in it. Ken managed to get 2 and lost a big
one on Mrs Simpson, while David caught 4 bass. (Two small, two big on a Red Setter.)
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Steve fished till the cows came home to no avail. Johan and Megan caught a bass each on Dave’s Demon.
John still recovering from his flu caught up on lost sleep in his chair. We all braaied after, on a well-made fire
by Steve (writer of this insert.)

Saltwater outing to TO Strand. Sunday 17* November. By Ken Schwartz.
Outing to TO Strand 17 November. Report by Ken Schwartz.

Only four fishermen turned up for the outing. Arthur, Mike, David and Ken. Toi and Marion were also there.
Toi stating emphatically “I don’t fish in the sea, I walk on the beach.” Steve, riddled with flu, also arrived but
did not feel well enough to fish.

The sea was quite rough with an occasional unpleasant shore break. The water was clear, but quite cold.
Although the wind was from the south-west at the start it was not strong enough to affect the fishing. Arthur
headed north, Mike stayed in the central section of the beach and David and Ken headed south hoping for some
additional protection from the wind. The lagoon was flowing into the sea at the extreme southern end of the
beach and the water was a bit discoloured. After giving up on the discoloured sea, they also had a few very
hopeful casts into the lagoon before moving back north.

The fishing was slow and conditions steadily got worse for casting as the wind picked up. Ken managed two
fish on a hybrid Crazy Charlie tied by David. The first fish was a good size and the second slightly smaller.
David got one fish on a Crazy Charlie type pattern that he tied as a smaller copy of the Orange Over Yellow
Firetiger fly that he had previously used with some success in the Zambezi. Arthur reported later that sea
conditions in the bay to the north of the first set of rocks were quite good, but unfortunately no fish. Mike was
also unsuccessful.

The wind continued to pick up and all of us, except Arthur, called it quits at about 9:30 after hooking ourselves
in the back a few times. Arthur was persistent and proceeded to give us a master class of how to cast with a
strong south westerly blowing. The fish however were not impressed!

Mike and Toi headed off to find some breakfast. The rest of us enjoyed some sandwiches and the normal after
fishing chat.

Monthly Meeting. Umtentweni Tennis Club. Thursday, 28" November.
Members present: 12 members. Apologies: Conner (Working his butt off in Florida,) Rob, Sakkie, David S,
Mike K and Kevin.

FotM: Judged by Warren, who did a grand job, with so many flies to sort out. Only one muffled near-moan
from a member whose entry did not meet the required standard.

Freshwater: Plewman’s Killer: John, Dave M, Steve, Sean, John, Arthur, Mike S and Neil.

Saltwater: Surf Candy: Toi, Dave M, Sean, John, Dick, Neil, Steve, Arthur, Mitch, Toi, Mike S and John,
Freestyle: (Any pattern of the tiers choice.) Sean, (Caddis,) Mitch, (Afterburner,) and Mike S, (Soft Hackle.)

General:

Arthur suggested that, as it is the 30™ anniversary of the SCFA, we invite all ex-members to the Prize Giving .
which is in April. This could take the form of a BYO meat and liquid refreshments and the committee would
supply salads. As all those present were in agreement, Arthur will get the ball rolling on this.

Dick raised the subject of the FotM fly-tying competition and the issues with SCFA supplying material for the
relevant flies. A healthy discussion took place, with various suggestions of how this could work. Dick
undertook to summarise the various ideas, which would be circulated to members and the committee would
devise a workable plan on the matter.

Sean and Dave M both caught a few bass on recent outings. Dave thanked all those who had helped him with
tackle and who had shown him the ropes of the fly-fishing game. Steve reported that his daughter, Shannon, has
been bitten by the fly-fishing bug and has also landed a few bass from his dam recently, as did a couple of chaps
with conventional bass tackle.

Pieter reported that Liam received his first client in the Seychelles this week, so his work now starts in earnest.

Neil gave a detailed account of his recent trip to the van der Kloof Dam, where he managed to catch a few small
mouth yellow fish. Fishing conditions were, however far from ideal, with strong winds making conditions very
uncomfortable and threatening to beach the boat, if one relaxed concentration for any considerable time.
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The trip was actually a recce to case the joint, with a view to planning a trip to the area next year.

The dam is about 950 km from the South Coast, with travelling time about 12 hours. He stayed in the town of
vd Kloof, which is below the dam wall, in a well-appointed self-catering cottage, (there are also areas a few
kilometres down-stream of the wall, where camp sites are available.) He fished these sections of river, in very
respectable rapids, as well as the dam itself, where on needs a sea worthy boat.

Knowing Neil, he will come up with a workable trip in the new year. Watch this space!

Steve reported that the club funds are again looking respectable.

The evening ended with the usual braai, late comers just managing to braai their offerings on the fading fire.
Steve had not been warned that the discussions on the distribution of fly-tying materials and Neil’s vd Kloof trip
would take up so much time.

Christmas outing to Steve’s Dam. Sunday 1% December. By Sean Tharratt.

The day for the last outing had arrived and everyone was busy setting up their fishing gear quickly to start
fishing before the predicted rain arrived. The sun was out and hot for most of the morning with a very slight
breeze here and there, but it didn't cool down much.

There was lots of activity on the surface with fish splashing constantly throughout the morning, possibly trying
to catch some of the dragonflies that were flying around. Besides the fish activity, they weren't taking the flies
that much and a total of 13 fish were landed; some on surface flies like flippers and small poppers and wet flies
and Ken had success on a Mrs Simpson fly.

Late morning the bite went away and it became very hot, so we headed for the shade and to braai.

Well done to Toi, who I believe got her first fish on fly. Around mid-day we packed up and headed home.

Fry, Fingerling and Stockie Stories.

N Another reminder to drop me a line with your selection of flies that you would like to tie for next year’s
Fly of the Month competition. Flies will be selected by the committee at their meeting in January.

1 As mentioned by Pieter in a note to members, there is a Fly-Fishing-Film-Tour in Durban on 24" March
2025. If you would like to go, contact Pieter (083 543 7005,) as he is co-ordinating travel plans.

\ Had recent “Good wishes to current members” from ex members, Gwyn Russel in the UK and from Bill
Derman, now in Pretoria. Also bumped into André Prepock, ex member from the 90’s, who sends greetings to
all who remember him.

Last Cast.

Well, as we prepare to bid farewell to 2024, we reflect on what, for us all, has been a mixed bag of good, bad
and ugly. While many of us have had a really good year, please remember those who have been less fortunate
and have suffered the loss of a loved one, have been seriously ill, or who have had other misfortunes. Keep
them in your prayers.

In closing, I would like to thank members for their dedication in attending club meetings and outings, with a
special thanks to those members who contributed articles for the twelve newsletters that went out in 2024. It is
your contributions that make this the very readable and informative newsletter that it is. Well done to all of you.
As is the case in most clubs and organisations, a few names always crop up among the list of “wakkers,” and I
aim to increase this number in future, so don’t be surprised if you receive a request to sharpen your pencil and
to jot down a few lines on an outing next year.

A very sincere wish goes to all readers that you have a Very Happy and Holy Christmas and a Prosperous and
Blessed New Year.

Cheers Arthur




